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THE BURIAL 
OF THE DEAD: RITE II

PRELUDE 
On Eagles Wings                                  	                                                                             Kathy Gomes

OPENING SENTENCES 
Book of Common Prayer  p. 491

I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord. Whoever has faith in me shall 
have life, even though he die. And everyone who has life, and has committed 
himself to me in faith, shall not die for ever.

As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives and that at the last he will stand 
upon the earth. After my awaking, he will raise me up; and in my body I shall 
see God. I myself shall see, and my eyes behold him who is my friend and not 
a stranger.

For none of us has life in himself, and none becomes his own master when 
he dies. For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord, and if we die, we die in the 
Lord. So, then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s possession. 

Happy from now on are those who die in the Lord! So it is, says the Spirit, for 
they rest from their labors.

Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People		  And also with you.
Celebrant	 Let us pray.
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O God, whose mercies cannot be numbered: Accept our prayers on behalf 
of your servant Ken, and grant him an entrance into the land of light and joy, 
in the fellowship of your saints; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The people sit.

PSALM 23 
BCP p. 476

Read in unison.

The Lord is my shepherd; 
	 I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures;
 	 he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
He restoreth my soul; 
	 he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his Name’s sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil; 	
	 for thou art with me; 
	 thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. 
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies; 
	 thou anointest my head with oil; 
	 my cup runneth over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
	 and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
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THE LESSON
Revelation 21:2-7

Bob Talley

I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying, See, the home of God is among mortals. He will 
dwell with them as their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will 
be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have 
passed away.”

And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things 
new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then 
he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and 
the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of 
life. Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God and 
they will be my children.”

TR IBUTES
 Keith Smith

Rob Briley
Michael Derrick
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The people stand to recite. 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  
BCP p. 496

Celebrant	 In the assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, let us proclaim 
our faith and say, 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
	 creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
	 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
		  and born of the Virgin Mary.
	 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
		  was crucified, died, and was buried.
	 He descended to the dead.
	 On the third day he rose again.
	 He ascended into heaven,
		  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
	 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
	 the holy catholic Church,
	 the communion of saints,
	 the forgiveness of sins,
	 the resurrection of the body,

			   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
BCP p. 364

Celebrant	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
BCP p. 497
Bob Talley

Intercessor	For our brother Ken, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, 
“I am Resurrection and I am Life.”

Intercessor	Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; draw near to 
us who mourn for Ken, and dry the tears of those who weep.

People		  Hear us, Lord.

Intercessor You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in our sorrow.
People		  Hear us, Lord.

Intercessor You raised the dead to life; give to our brother eternal life.
People		  Hear us, Lord.

Intercessor You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring our 
brother to the joys of heaven.

People		  Hear us, Lord.

Intercessor Our brother was washed in Baptism and anointed with the Holy 
Spirit; give him fellowship with all your saints.

People		  Hear us, Lord.

Intercessor He was nourished with your Body and Blood; grant him a place at 
the table in your heavenly kingdom.

People		  Hear us, Lord.

Intercessor Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our brother; let our faith 
be our consolation, and eternal life our hope.
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Celebrant 	 Father of all, we pray to you for Ken, and for all those whom 
we love but see no longer. Grant to them eternal rest. Let light 
perpetual shine upon them. May his soul and the souls of all the 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

THE BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you 
and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give 
you peace. and the blessing of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you, 
and remain with you always. Amen.

THE DISMISSAL
BCP p. 502 

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant: 
Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which 
is well-pleasing in his sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

RETIRING HYMN 
Amazing Grace                                                                                                                    Hymnal 671

After the service, all are invited 
to continue the celebration of Ken’s life 

with a reception in the Great Hall. 
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The liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy. It finds all its meaning in the 

resurrection. Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we, too, shall be raised. 

The liturgy, therefore, is characterized by joy, in the certainty that “neither death, 

nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor power, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

 

This joy, however, does not make human grief unchristian. The very love we have 

for each other in Christ brings deep sorrow when we are parted by death. Jesus 

himself wept at the grave of his friend. So, while we rejoice that one we love has 

entered into the nearer presence of our Lord, we sorrow in sympathy with those 

who mourn.

					   

The Book of Common Prayer


